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What is a form-based code? 

A form-based code is a type of regulation that fosters predictable built results and a high-

quality public realm by using physical form (rather than separation of uses) as the organizing 

principle for the code.  A form-based code offers a powerful alternative to conventional 

zoning regulation (and would replace current zoning regulations in specific areas of the city). 

A form-based code is a regulation, not a mere guideline, adopted by the city. It is a time-

tested regulation type that is used in communities all over the country, to great success. 

Why do we need a form-based code? 

The cities of Pleasant View and Farr West are experiencing substantial pressure for 

development, particularly in the area of 2700 North and the intersection of I-15. The two 

cities, working with the Wasatch Front Regional Council, desire to maintain the quality of life 

currently enjoyed by the cities’ residents while planning for future development in 

appropriate and aesthetically attractive ways. Further, issues involving sustainability, transit 

options, and environmentally responsible development will help to ensure the continued 

viability of the area. 

Who is involved with the project? 

WFRC: Wasatch Front Regional Council is an Association of Governments organized under 

the Interlocal Cooperation Act of Utah State Law, to discuss and study community 

challenges of mutual interest and concern. It also serves as the Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) for the Salt Lake City-West Valley City and Ogden-Layton urbanized 

areas. http://www.wfrc.org/new_wfrc/index.php/about-wfrc  

Pleasant View City http://www.pleasantviewcity.com/our_city/2017_updated_general_plan  

Farr West City http://farrwestcity.net/general-plan.html  

VODA Landscape + Planning is a team of landscape architects and community planners 

based in Salt Lake City, Utah supporting Pleasant View City, Farr West City, and the WFRC 

with developing the form-based code document. http://vodaplan.com/  

What areas of the city will this cover? 

The new form-based code will apply only to three specific areas along the 2700 North 

Corridor, from approximately 2400 West in Farr West to US 89 in Pleasant View. See Map 

below. 

Where else have form-based codes been used? 

http://www.wfrc.org/new_wfrc/index.php/about-wfrc
http://www.pleasantviewcity.com/our_city/2017_updated_general_plan
http://farrwestcity.net/general-plan.html
http://vodaplan.com/


Cities all over the country use form-based code for key areas of their communities. Many of 

them have similar goals to this project, pursuing more high-quality and flexible development 

standards for key nodes within their community.  

Farmington City has used a form-based code in developing the areas around the 

FrontRunner Station. Station Park and the development north of Park Lane are all developed 

using a form-based code.   

Salt Lake City has used form-based code for several parts of the city. This type of code has 

been adopted for areas of the city that are undergoing intense development pressure, and 

in areas that pursue a higher-quality type of development than is traditionally seen under 

conventional land-use zoning. 

Who do I contact with questions about the form-based code? 

Bill Cobabe, Pleasant View City, bcobabe@pleasantviewcity.com 

Lee Dickemore, Farr West City, mayor@farrwestcity.org 

When will the form-based code be “official”? 

The form-based code is currently being developed, with frequent discussions and workshops 

with elected and appointed officials with each city. It is anticipated that the code will be 

adopted sometime in Spring 2018. 

 












